Hi members and friends of the HomeBrew Club,
As you may have heard, the club is organizing a trip to Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon) Vietnam to visit brewpubs and breweries. We are trying to arrange a long weekend trip for the first weekend in May. That is now just five weeks away. The rough plan is to go to Vietnam either Friday afternoon or evening or Saturday morning. We would plan the trip to last about four or five days, perhaps returning on Wednesday, but those who need to leave sooner are welcome to join us for whatever time you have available.
There are at least four brewpubs and two open air beer garden / hawker style places to visit. There might also be a visit to the Tiger brewery there if that can be arranged. There are also some regular bars with imported beers and live music. One of the brewpubs has responded to my request to meet their brew master to give us a tour. I am still trying to arrange that from some of the others. Depending on how many people can come and for how long, we would arrange the brewery visit schedule. If some people can’t stay very long, we could make short visits to each pub over the weekend. For those who can stay longer, we can return to our favorites for a more leisurely visit.
There are also shopping and sightseeing possibilities.
To keep it simple for travel arrangements, we would organize with a travel agent to do the bookings. We would make a couple of hotel options available. You could follow the club recommended flight and hotel schedule or adapt to fit your available time and tastes. Payment would be made to the travel agent. You would also be free to make your own arrangements if you wish.
Non-ASEAN citizens will need to get a visa before traveling to Vietnam. To get that you need to bring your passport, two passport photos, S$70 and fill out an application at the Vietnam consulate at 10 Leedon Pike near Holland Village. Come back four days later and it will be ready. You can get the visa faster for more money and you can also do it by mail. I will give more details to those who need them.
Now the question is … who and how many would like to go and for how long and under what circumstances. With this information we can decide if we picked a good date or need to reschedule. We can inform our brew tour hosts when and how many will be attending. Please give us your preferences and we will try to make this the best trip for all involved.
Please respond as soon as you can, even though I took my time with the announcement. Those who have attended our previous tours have had a great time. I’m sure with your support this tour will be a hit too!
Thanks and regard,
Bill 
PS:
To give you a better idea, our FULL schedule might look something like this:
Saturday (or perhaps Friday night).
6:45 flight. Arrive 7:40. Clear formalities 8:40. Taxis or small bus to hotel 9:30. Check in and leave our bags, as rooms may not yet be ready. Change money at the mall nearby. Wander around some of the local sights. Have lunch at the famous beef noodle soup place or straight to Lion Brew pub for lunch and beer. They have a restaurant and aircon. After having tried both beers, wander over to Big Man beer. Evening, go to the 17 Club, live music and Tiger beer at Singapore prices.
Sunday.
Eat breakfast in the hotel. Go to the big market and wander around. Eat lunch there if we want or go straight to Hoa Vien which has food, beer and fans. After that, go to Munich Asia Beer which is covered but outdoors. At some point, stop at La Havana for beer and cigars for those who smoke. Dinner at the Gardenstadt German Restaurant. At night try the Blue Gecko pub, not a brewery.
Monday.
Try a Tiger tour if it can be arranged? Touristy things are Cu Chi tunnels, the cathedral, the presidential palace, the war remnants museum. Or go to the S$0.65 jug food court place for lunch. The other food court place is nearby. Go back to our most favorite brewpub.
Tuesday.
Free and easy morning. Drink beer in the afternoon. Drink beer in the evening.
Wednesday.
Free and easy morning. Go home.
 
Anyone is welcome to join this trip. For more information, please email to info@homebrew.com.sg
